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The History of Medical Ethics

Ethics can be traced to ancient times

 Medicine began to separate itself from witchcraft 
(magic) and became an experience-based knowledge 
and a professional skill.

In ancient years, folk physicians didn’t have fixed 
clinics or hospitals but went from one place to another 
practicing medicine freely.

 They hadn’t formal training and weren’t licensed but 
performed their work by their own skills and 
consciences.

 witchcraftكانوا قدیما یستخدمون ال
 traditional (السحر) والشعوذة  او
physicians في العلاج اما حالیا اصبح 
الطب مبني على الخبرة والممارسة والمھارات
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The  principle also calls for respect for patients.

 The principle calls for “universal love,” that is,
  to treat every patient equally, regardless of 
social status, family background, appearances, 
age, etc.

 All patients must be treated like your own relatives 
regardless of their social status, family economic conditions, 
appearances, ages, races, and mental abilities. 

  doctors to be very cautious and responsible in the course 
of diagnosis and prescription in order to avoid mistakes 
that would harm patients. نحاول أن نكون أطباء مسؤولین وحذرین بشان 

اتخاذ أي أخطاء في التشخیص والاستشارة
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With the introduction of Western medicine beginning in 
the nineteenth century, medical system has changed. 

A new type of medical system has emerged and a new 
perspective on professional ethics has gained people’s 
attention. 

This change has also brought new requirements for 
doctors, who now are responsible not only for their 
patients, but also for their hospitals and the whole society. 

 “ Never being selfish but always ready to help 
others” have become the principal values of 
medical ethics.” 

 و رمتسم لكشب اھثیدحت متی نكل principles لا سفن يدنع ترھظ
اھب نیظفتحم انلزلا ةیسیئرلا ئدابملا نأ مغرلا ىلع ةدیدج ءایشأ ةفاضإ

من المواضیع الجدیدة في الطب موضوع زراعة الأعضاء الذي لم 
یكون موجود سابقا بالتالي وضعت لھ شروط وسیاسات أخلاقیھ كثیرة
او مثلا الاجھاض المتعمد اصبح ھناك اخلاقیات جدیدة للتعامل معھ 

في حال انھ لم یكن موجود سابقا
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Historical background

• Hippocratic oath
• Geneva(1948)
• Helsinki (1946)
• Sydney(1968)
• Oslo (1970)
• Tokyo(1975)
• Lisbon(1981)

• Hawaii (1977

Graduation Day 
• On the day of graduation / before start the medical 
profession, every new medical doctors should swear 
the “Hippocratic Oath” 

!"
قسم أبقراط ھو الأقدام الذي 

یتضمن قواعد ممارسة الأساسیة
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The most ancient is the Hippocratic oath 
which includes all the essential elements of 

the code  of practice. 
These are:
1. "First do no harm“
2.   To advance the profession rather 

than the individual practitioner.

3.  Never to use the specialist knowledge or 
privilege to injure but always to help the client 
(patient).

4. Do not defer (postpone) to specialist assistant 
whenever this is in the best interest of the 
client.

 5.  To maintain professional secrecy.

التطور با+هنة الى حد ما 
بد9 من تحس5 نفسه 

على مستوى فردي 
(شهادة الطب )

یجب أن یتعلم 
الطبیب كیف 

یستمر في التعلم 
ویعمل تحدیث 

معلوماتھ على مدار 
 انیلع بجی ةریثك تامولعم كلمن فوس ءابطأك نحنحیاتھ وتطویرھا

ھب ررضلا قاحللإ ىضرملا ةحلصمل اھمدختسن نأ

لا للتردد من طلب 
المساعدة من الشخص 

المختص في حال الحاجة 
إلى معلومة معینة لتقدیم 
أفضل خدمة للمریض شو
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When you love medicine, you will  love of humanity.

Make a habit of two things :
• To help ; 
•   to do no harm.

Cure sometimes, treat often, comfort always.

Natural forces within us are the true healers of 
disease.

الدافع الداخلي للطبیب الذي یدفعھ  
لمساعدة المرضى وتقدیم الرعایة 

لھم للوصول إلى الإنسانیة
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Declaralations in medical ethics

I- The declaration of Geneva
 (1948 revised 1968 and 1983)
It is updated version of Hippocrates oath it requires the 
doctor to:
I- Consecrate his life to the service of humanity.

2- Make " the health of my patient " his first consideration.

3- Respect his patients secrets (even after the 
patient's death).

4- Prevent “considerations of religion, nationality race, politics or 
social standing" between my duty and my patient.

5- Maintain utmost respect for human life from its beginning.

6- Not  to  use  his  medical  knowledge 
 "contrary  to  laws  of humanity".

نفس أساسیات أبقراط لكن تم تحدیثھا

تكریس حیاتھ لخدمة الإنسانیة
أول اھتمام للطبیب ھو كیف یساعد المریض

هرارسأ يشفن لا ءافولا دعب ىتح ىضرملا ةیصوصخ مارتحا

عدالة وعدم تمییز
Do not discernment between your patient

ھمأ محر يف وھو نم ناسنلإل ةایحلا قح مارتحا

عدم استخدام المعلومات الذي یمتلكھا الطبیب تضر البشریة 
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 II-The World Medical Associations (WMA): 

international code of medical ethics
(London 1949, revise 1968, 1983) requires- adherence 

to Geneva declaration:
I- The highest professional standards.
2- Clinical decisions uninfluenced by the 
profit motive or unfair discrimination..
3- Honesty with patients and colleagues. 
4- providing competent medical service in full 

professional and moral independence, with
 compassion  and respect for human dignity.
5. Exposure of immoral and incompetent ones.
6. respect a competent patient's right to 
accept or refuse treatment.

وصول الاطباء 
لمستوى عالي من 

المعلومات والاحتراف 
وتحدیث المعلومات 

ان لا یكون ھدفك  من 
تقدیم الخدمة ھو ربح مادي 

او التمییز بین الافراد 

التبلیغ عن الفاسدین 
وغیر المؤھلین او 

المتصرفین بشكل خطا 
مع المرضى او وصف 

وصفة خطأ یجب 
نصحھ في حال لم یاخذ 

بالنصیحة یتم التبلیغ عنھ 
احترام حق المریض الذي یفھم 
الطبیب (واعي ومسؤول ) في 
رفض العلاج المقدم لھ او قبولھ
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III- The declaration of Helsinki (1946 revised 
1975 and 1983, 2008):

Governs biomedical research, in 
human subjects:

I- " The interests of subject must precedence (priority) 
over the interests of science and society".

2- Informed consent is required.

3- Risk should not exceeds benefits.

مصلحة الإنسان قبل 
مصلحة العلم والبحث

اخذ الموافقة الخطیة 
من المریض
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IV -The declaration of Lisbon (1981):

Concerns the rights of the patient:
1. Right to medical care of good quality
- Every person is entitled without discrimination to appropriate 

medical care.
- To be cared for by a doctor whose clinical and ethical judgment 

is free from outside interference.
2. Right to freedom of choice
- Choose his physician and hospital freely.
-  The patient has the right to ask for the opinion of another 

physician at any stage.
3. Right to self-determination
- To  accept  or  refuse  treatment  after  receiving  adequate 

information.
- Have his or her confidence respected 
       (Right to confidentiality).
- Die in dignity.
4.Right to religious assistance
- Receive or decline spiritual and moral comfort includes the 

help of minister of an appropriate religion.
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           V- The declaration of Sydney (1983) on death:

➢ The determination of the time of death is the legal 
responsibility of the physician. 

➢ Usually, the physician will be able without special assistance to 
decide that a person is dead, employing the classical criteria 
known to all physicians.

➢  Two modern practices in medicine, however, have made it 
necessary to study the question of the time of death 

1. the ability to maintain by artificial means the circulation of 
oxygenated blood through tissues of the body which may have 
been irreversibly injured and

2. the use of cadaver organs i.e. heart or kidneys for 
transplantation.

 But clinical interest lies not in the state of preservation of isolated 
cells but in the fate of a person.
 

المحافظة على الأجھزة التي تساعد على استمراریة الحیاة 
مثل جھاز الأكسجین أو أجھزة مراقبة النبض والقلب بالتالي 

یجب تحدید موعد الوفاء دون الحاجة إلى ھذه المصادر
 ءاضعلأا ذخا لبق ءافولا تقو دیدحت
 ةعارزلل يفوتملا لبق نم اھیف عربتملا
ةرشابم ةافولا دعب ذخؤت نا بجیف

كعلم سریري لا نھتم فقط في عمل اجراء معین للانسان 
الذي یعیش بدون جودة جیدة لحیاتھ لكن دائما عمل اي 

اجراء یجب معرفة ماھو مصیر الشخص بعده


