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TYPES

1) Posterior-anterior (PA)

• Most common

2) Anterior-posterior (AP)

• Only for patients who cannot stand stand

• Enlarges size of heart

3) Lateral

• Good for effusions





CXR INTERPRETATION

• Rotation –clavicles at same level

• Inspiration – 5-7 anterior ribs or 8-10 posterior ribs present

• Patient position – straight and center

• Exposure – able to just barely see ribs behind heart







PATIENT POSITION





SYSTEMATIC

• Check name, date, and orientation of x-ray

• RIPE (rotation, inspiration, position, exposure)

• Airways: Trachea: make sure this is central, look for goiters and masses

• Bones: ribs, scapula, and vertebrae

• Cardiac: check if shape is normal and size is less than half of chest

• Diaphragm: 

• right slightly higher than left

• right 6th rib crosses diaphragm

• Costophrenic angles well-defined

• Everything else: 

• Lung fields: symmetric

• Hila: left slightly higher than right, should be convex

• Soft tissues: breast shadows or other soft tissue masses



PLEURAL EFFUSION





PNEUMONIA



PNEUMOTHORAX



HEART FAILURE



RIB FRACTURE



LUNG 
CANCER



WHAT IS 
THE 

DIAGNOSIS?



THANK YOU!


